Grace Notes
The Third Sunday of Advent
December 16, 2018

Zcphaniah 3:.18. Asona c/aﬂ of festival. [ will

remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear rc/oroac/z for it.

] know the headg rush of a party going well and the mounting dread of one
that is not. When everyone is having a good time, 'm all in. Put when that one
person who always acts like a maniac starts acting like | knew they would, it’s hard
to stick around longer than it takes to thank the host and locate my purse. | want
to be the kind of person who will stay at a party that is limping along, and not feel

like the host owes me a favor in return. | am not a!ways that person.

(5od is not a broker of shallow favors or Piclcug deals. But (God is faithful

to Promises and requires of us the same. When those Promises come due, (3od
has alwags done what has been Promisecﬂ. And one &ag, we will be called into
account for how we have kept our Promiscs. Mg prayer is that my Promises are

as filled with love and mercy in their kecping and execution as (;od’s have been.

Takc a nice host’s gfﬁ' to the next Par‘ly you attend.
—_— Forwarc] Day l)g Dag
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Worship Opportunities

Sunday, December 16, 2018
8:00 am Holy Eucharist — Rite |
10:15 am Holy Eucharist — Rite Il

Wednesday, December 19, 2018
Bible Study — 8:30 — Library
Holy Eucharist — 10:00 — Chapel
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Grace Episcopal Church
1100 Washington Street
Bath, ME 04530
207-443-3792
www.gracebath.org
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Our Mission Statement
Grace Church strives to love and serve God through worship and ministry
in our church, the community and the world.
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Remember in our Prayers

y In our parish family for: Susan Arbuckle-Keith, Fred Kahrl,
) //f Lois Welsh, Al Ferguson, Catherine Jacob and Bill Maier.
j Let us pray for family and friends: Sally Fungairino,
Robert Swain, Joe Amoroso, Brittany and her family, John Hall,
Ed Pyles, Bruce, Keith Drew, Diane Engler, Jim Kelly, Laura Lee,
Gerry Pepin, Michele Ober, Patricia White; Justin, Tina and Tim; Larry Ferguson,
Mark Smith, Joan Dixon, Timothy, CC Wall, and Teresa Joan White.
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Happy Birthday to You!
Jawmes catalont  12/09 Robywn Butler 12/10
Dorothy Libby 12/10 Matthew Bedard  12/13
John Taylor 12713 Steve Klelnz  12/14
Bryce qatcomb  12/15 Nancy Kinser 12/16
Arianna Caron  12/20 Sandra Penwman  12/20

Maeley Bedard  12/21



ADVENT: JOURNEYING THE WAY OF LOVE

“The Way of Love” focuses on seven different spiritual
practices that invite us to a rule of life that can help us grow
into a more meaningful life with God. Understanding and
incorporating these practices can change one’s relationship
with God. Understanding and incorporating these practices
can change one’s relationship with God, ourselves, and
others. Advent is the perfect time to begin a journey with
“The Way of Love” as it is the season, we usually slow down
to get ready to welcome Jesus, God incarnate, anew.

During Advent, Stephanie and Father Ted will offer some
exciting opportunities to explain the ways we can live “The
Way of Love” as individuals, as families and friends, in a
community, and out in the world. This four-week program, THE WAY OF LOVE
produced in the offices of the Presiding Bishop, offers a Practices for Jesus-Centered Life
chance to stop and reflect on the first two chapters of the Gospel of Luke as we await the
coming of Christ. Please plan to join us between services (9:15-10:00) each Sunday of
Advent
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ATTENTION CHILDREN’S CHURCH!

This Sunday, the children will be rehearsing during Children’s Church from
9:30 to 10 am. Those who can stay for the lighting of the Advent Candle may
leave right after Jovey lights the 3 candle
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A Blue Christmas

The Christmas season can be especially painful for those who are hurting in any way.
Blue Christmas liturgies acknowledge the pain many of us suffer, and remind us that
Jesus enters the world, enters human life, and enters our individual lives, even if —
especially if —we’re struggling or in pain. Grace Church will be participating in an
Ecumenical Bath Area Blue Christmas Service on Thursday, December 21 at 6:30 pm,
hosted this year by the Neighborhood United Church of Christ, 798 Washington Street
(207-443-2187). Falling on the Winter Solstice, Blue Christmas is traditionally a day in
the Advent season marking the longest night of the year. There’s also an interesting
convergence for this day, however, in that it’s the traditional feast day for Saint
Thomas the Apostle. This linkage invites making connections between Thomas's
struggle to believe the tale of Jesus' resurrection, the long nights just before Christmas,
and the struggle with darkness and grief faced by those living with loss.




Come and See........ the NEW HEATING SYSTEM!!!!!

This Sunday December 16, Bob Mansfield will be leading tours of the new heating system
immediately after both services. They will be brief, so you can still grab a cup of coffee or
attend the Advent session.

You do not need work clothes or a knowledge of heating systems. The tour will show you how
the new system works and what it can do. Come and see the new efficient energy boilers at
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It is standard practice in the life of all churches to take the time to

periodically reflect on our shared ministry and vision for the future. You are
invited at this time to offer your insights into our common life and shared
ministry. All of the information will be gathered by our consultant with

findings reported back to the Vestry in early January and to the parish

between the services on January 20. The survey is provided in the Narthex

and is attached to this Grace Notes .

Please mail your Share the Vision responses to the Parish Office or drop them
off in the box provided on the table in the Narthex by December 21
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The Grace Book Club
The Grace Book Club will read The One in a Million Boyy Maine author Monica Wood
for December and January. We will review the book on January 17 at 11:00 am. All members
and friends are invited to join us. For more information, contact Paula at 389-1158.
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Stewardship Campaign - News

Our In-gathering Sunday was November 11",
As of November 29", we have 78 pledges and a total of $195,500 pledged!

Thank Youl!
Thank You!
Thank You!

If missed the In-Gathering last Sunday and need a Pledge Card, there are extra Stewardship
Packets in the Narthex. If you didn’t get a Stewardship Packet in the Mail, please let us know.



Your Stewardship Committee [Avanel Payne, Jay Taylor, Lynne Wolfe & Dave Wetherbee]

Use our Blessings to Celebrate and Serve
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The Grace Church Christmas Family is Back

Thanks to Colleen and Father Ted for following up with Lisa Archer at Midcoast Maine
Community Action. Here is a little about the family. The dad has been laid off from his job
and is doing his best to find “odd jobs” to help with expenses. The mom is working 50 plus
hours a week to compensate for the loss in wages. They have 3 children:

9 Their 8-year-old daughter wears a size 10 and her favorite color is purple. Her wish is a
jewelry making kit, art kit, hat and mittens. She loves making things.

9 Their 10-year-old son wears a size 12-14, his wish is to have a football, basketball or
anything he can build.

9 Their 12-year-old son wears a size men’s small. His wish is to have snow pants, hat and
gloves (have been purchased) so he can go outside with his friends. He also wishes for a
basketball and a fishing pole.

Monetary (cash only) donations will also be accepted. Please give to Colleen, Glenis or to
Father Ted.

The parents have asked for nothing other than to be able to give their 3 children a Merry
Christmas. The time is getting short, so we are asking that all gifts be delivered to the Church
unwrapped by Thursday, December 20", Wrapping paper and tags would also be welcomed.
If anyone from Grace would like to provide written tags describing each item that would be
greatly appreciated. Thanks to Carrie Starsburger, the tree and tags will be up in the Narthex for
this Sunday.

Christmas is a special time for everyone and for those of us at Grace Church it has also been a
time of generosity for our neighbors in need. Thank you, in advance, for the caring, sharing and
love of each of you as we once again share the joy of this wonderful and truly miraculous
season.
Outreach: Father Ted, Colleen Stevens and Glenis Elliott
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Thanks to every parishioner who purchased Palestinian olive oil this fall
and included the discount in their payment! This has enabled Grace Church
not only to give support to Palestinian farmers but also to make a $200
donation to Al Ahli Hospital in the Gaza Strip. Al Ahli had its UN subsidy
drastically reduced this year and has had to cut way back on its operations and
staff. The Grace Church gift will be channeled through the American Friends of
the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem in Connecticut: thank you one and all!




A Call to Serve

We are all called to serve! One way in which some of us serve is through our
leadership and support of weekly worship. We are priests, deacons, lectors (readers),
crucifers, servers, ushers/ greeters, members of the altar and flower guilds, and
members of the choir. All gifts are welcome.

Servers and Crucifers are people who carry the cross, light the candles, bear the
chalice during communion, assist the deacon (or priest) at the altar, and read the
prayers of the people. Lectors are the people who read the lessons and lead the Psalm.
Ushers and Greeters are people who greet people as they arrive for worship, distribute
worship bulletins, and collect our offerings. Altar guild members are “behind the
scenes” setting up the bread and wine and attending to anything on the altar that
needs to be done. Flower guild members are responsible for the arrangements in the
chancel, and usually handle decorating for the holidays and special occasions. The
Choir leads and encourages our singing and facilitates our praise of God through song.
If you feel called to some form of worship leadership, Father Ted would like to hear
from you (gracerector@gwi.net; 443-3792).
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Reminder: Grace Church continues to collect non-food items for the Little Flock Program. There
Is a basket in the Narthex where items can be placed; they will be taken to the Seventh Day
Adventist Church for clients to pick up. Below is a list of the items that they distribute on

the 2" & 4™ Wednesdays of the month at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, 889 High Street,
Bath. (The next two dates are Wednesdays 26 December and 9 January 2019). This program is
open to the area communities including Georgetown. The items listed are not able to be
purchased with Food Stamps, so this is a much appreciated and needed program. Thank you, as
always, for your support and generosity.

LITTLE FLOCK NON-FOOD ITEMS

1 Paper products such as toilet paper and paper towels

1 Laundry and dish soap 1 Shampoo

1 Toothpaste and toothbrushes 1 Deodorant

1 Shaving essentials 1 Diapers

1 Dog and cat food | Hats & gloves in the winter months
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mailto:gracerector@gwi.net

: -'-'-'-'-'-'-‘-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-‘-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-‘-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-‘-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-‘-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-‘-‘-‘-‘-'-'.:
" Worship Leaders :
| December 16, 2018
Celebrant — The Rev Cn Dr Ted Gaiser
. Deacon — The Rev Stephanie Batterman
., 8:00 10:15 :
Lector:  Glenis Elliott Bethel Keith
First or Single Server.  Steve Bonine Frank Jacob
Crucifer & Prayers: Fred Sargent
Greeters: Mary & Ray Swain
u Ushers:  Marty Lakeman & Nick Sewall Reta & Dick King .
. Altar Guild:  Jackie Berry Frank Jacob -
Camera: Gordon White
Coffee Hour:  Judy Nash Leah & Gary Zartarian
Altar Guild — Wednesday, December 19 — Colleen Stevens & Glenis Elliott
: Readings :
" Zephaniah 3:14-20 .
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Canticle 9
o *Each scripture citation has a link to the LectionaryPage.neeading.

NEXT T hursday, December 13"
Feast @ 5:30 will happen at

Plan to come, bring a dish to share (main dish, salad, dessert)
and join the fun!
For more information, please contact Glenis Elliott at 837-0014
or via e-mail at GlenisWayne93@comcast.net
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http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#Ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#Nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#Gsp1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#Ps1
mailto:GlenisWayne93@comcast.net

Community Connections Calendar — Together Moving Forward
If you know of other organizations that might like to use our facility please have them contact
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Father Ted or Glenis Elliott, the Calendar Coordinator and Facilities Use Agreement

Coordinator at 837-0014 or GlenisWayne93@comcast.net.

December 17"
December 19"
December 19"
December 20"
December 26"

RJP meeting — 3:00 pm — 8:00 pm — Tubbs Hall

RJP Mentor Meeting — 4:00 pm — 7:00 pm — Tubbs Hall
Voice Lessons with Erin — 4:00 pm — Music Room

Girl Scouts — 6:00 pm — 8:00 pm — Tubbs Hall

Voice Lessons with Erin — 4:00 pm — Music Room
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Calendar of Upcoming Events

If you have any questions or suggestions for this calendar, please call or email Glenis Elliott at

837-0014 or GlenisWayne93@comcast.net.

Weekly Happenings

1 Wednesdays
1 Wednesdays

1 Thursdays

9 Thursdays

Bible Study — 8:30 am — Chapel

Holy Eucharist — 10:00 am — Chapel

NOTE: No Bible Study or Holy Eucharist on December 26th
Telecast of Grace Church Sunday Service — 4:00 pm — Local Cable
Channel 14

Choir Rehearsal — 6:30 pm — Choir Room

Meetings & Groups

l
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December 13"
December 18"
December 18"
December 21%

December 24"
December 24"
December 25"
December 26"

Feast @ 5:30 — The Anchorage

Prayer Shawl —11:30 am - Library

Vestry Meeting — 6:00 pm — Tubbs Hall

Ecumenical Bath Area Blue Christmas Service — 6:30 pm —
(See article above)

4:00 pm — Family Christmas Eve Service

9:00 pm — Christmas Eve Service

10:00 am — Christmas Day Service — Chapel

Feast @ 5:30 — Washington House
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